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A Guide to Your DREAM Provisional Aid Letter (PAL)

In the near future, you and your family will be making a decision about where your
academic journey will begin. We are glad that you are considering becoming a Bruin
and the UCLA Financial Aid and Scholarships team is here to assist you. We view the
financing of your educational costs as a partnership between you (the student), your
family, and the University. Our financial aid programs are designed to ensure that your

family's economic circumstances will not prevent you from studying at UCLA.

We are excited to offer you a Provisional Aid Letter (PAL) to assist you and your family
in making your dream of attending UCLA a reality. Our PAL uses the College Financing
Plan (CFP) template designed by the Department of Education to make comparing
offers from various institutions easier. It is our hope that your academic journey will

begin at UCLA.

Your PAL reflects our best estimate of the aid that you are eligible to receive based on
the information that you provided on your financial aid application. The provisional

offer of aid is intended to cover your entire Cost of Attendance with a combination of

various resources.




Net Cost Approach

Clicking on the name of each award on your PAL will allow you to display more information about it.

When reviewing your PAL, you will notice that your financial aid award information has been separated into

several sections:

9 Scholarships and Grants: This is gift aid that does not have to be repaid.

Please note: If you are a graduate student, departmental awards may not be included on your PAL. Your

department or the Graduate Division will communicate with you directly about these awards.

9 VA Education Benefits: This section is a required part of the College Financing Template but will be

blank for our Dream students.

Cost of Attendance minus Grants and Scholarships = Net Costs

Your Net Costs will be covered by financial aid offered in the form of University work-study, loans and other
options listed on your PAL. If you choose not to work or borrow loans, your net cost can be covered with earnings

from other employment opportunities, savings, consumer loans, assistance from family members, etc.

1 Work Options: Work-study eligibility may not be included at the time your PAL was generated because
we do not have information about your DACA status. UCLA offers many employment opportunities for
DACA eligible students including University Work-Study program, which allows you to receive a
portion of your financial aid by working on or off-campus. Just because you do not see a work-study
award on your PAL does not mean you cannot work! (Visit the UCLA Career Center for job

opportunities, if you have a valid DACA Work Permit.)

9 Loan Options: The California DREAM Loan Program allows UCLA to administer non-federal loans to

undocumented students who meet the DREAM Act Application requirements

9 Other Options: Private Loans, Bruin Pay Plan, Savings, Internships, etc.

Official Offer of Financial Aid

You must first submit your Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) confirming your intent to enroll at UCLA. Once
the Registrar’s Office confirms your eligibility for your nonresident supplemental tuition to be waived under AB-
540, Financial Aid and Scholarships will provide you with an official financial aid offer. UCLA calls the official
financial aid offer a Financial Aid Notification (FAN). Your FAN will become available on your MyUCLA Portal in the

summer.
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